HABERSHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

SUBJECT: Authorization for Participation in Sandoz Settlement (National Prescription Opiate Litigation)

DATE: July 15, 2025 (X ) RECOMMENDATION
( ) POLICY DISCUSSION
BUDGET INFORMATION: ( ) STATUS REPORT
ANNUAL- ( ) OTHER
CAPITAL-

PRESENTED BY: Brandalin Carnes
COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED ON: July 21, 2025

PURPOSE: To request approval authorizing the Chairman to sign the subdivision participation form and
any other documents necessary to patticipate in and receive funds from the Sandoz Settlement as part of the
National Prescription Opiate Litigation.

BACKGROUND / HISTORY: According to data from the CDC, over 1 million Americans have died of
opioid involved overdoses since 1999. This increase in opioid-involved death is often described as having
came in waves, with the initial wave being attributed to the misuses and diversion of prescription opioids (e.g.
OxyContin), the second wave being attributed to the increased availability of heroin, and the third wave being
attributed to the misuse of pharmaceutical fentanyl and increased availability of illicit, non-pharmaceutical
fentanyl. In response to the opioid ctisis, federal, state and local governments took actions that included
enacting several laws intended to expand the availability of substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery
setvices. They have also buttressed these efforts by pursuing a substantial number of civil lawsuits against
entities along the presctiption opioid supply chain, alleging that these entities engaged in various conduct such
as misleading promotion or inadequate control of prescription opioids which fueled the crisis. Habersham
County has been a patticipant in several of these lawsuits and will be receiving funding from these settlements
that are to be used to remediate the effects of the opioid crisis. Habersham County has been contacted -
regarding a new settlement with Sandoz, which requires the submission of a subdivision patticipation form in
order for Habetsham County to receive any funds from the settlement. County Attorney Donnie Hunt
tecommended completing the necessary paperwork to participate in the settlement.

FACTS AND ISSUES: Approval of the subdivision participation form is necessary in order to participate
in and receive funds from the settlement with Sandoz as part of the National Prescription Opiate Litigation.
These funds can be used to for approved purposes to mitigate the opioid crises through treatment services
and prevention programs.

OPTIONS:
1) Approve recommendation
2) Deny recommendation
3) Commission defined alternative




RECOMMENDED SAMPLE MOTION: “Motion to approve authorizing Chairman to sign the
subdivision patticipation form and any other documents necessary to participate in and receive funds from the
Sandoz Settlement as part of the National Prescription Opiate Litigation.

DEPARTMENT:

Prepared by: Brandalin Carnes

Director:

ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMENTS:

DATE:

County Manager




EXHIBIT C

Subdivision Participation Form

Eligible Subdivision Name:

Case No.:

Authorized Signatory Name:

Authorized Signatory Title:

Address 1:

Address 2:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Fmail:

The Eligible Subdivision identified above (“Subdivision”), in order to obtain and in
consideration for the benefits provided to the Subdivision pursuant to the Settlement
Agreement dated August 31, 2023 (“Sandoz Settlement”), and acting through the
undersigned authorized official, is an “Eligible Entity” as defined in the Sandoz Settlement,
and hereby elects to participate in the Sandoz Settlement, release all Released Claims
against all Released Entities, and agrees as follows.

1. The Subdivision is aware of and has reviewed the Sandoz Settlement, understands
that all terms in this Subdivision Participation Form (“Form”) have the meanings
defined therein, and agrees that by this Form, the Subdivision elects to participate
in the Sandoz Settlement and become a Participating Subdivision as provided
therein.

2. The Subdivision agrees to the terms, representations, and warranties of the Sandoz
Settlement pertaining to Participating Subdivisions as defined therein.

3. By agreeing to the terms of the Sandoz Settlement and becoming a Releasor, the
Subdivision is entitled to the benefits provided therein, including, if applicable,
monetary payments beginning after the Effective Date.

4. The Subdivision agrees to use any monies it receives through the Sandoz Settlement
solely for the purposes provided therein.

5. By signing this Participation Form, the Subdivision agrees that, pursuant to the
Sandoz Settlement, Settlement Referee David R. Cohen will set the procedures by
which the allocation will be completed for this settlement and will determine the
final allocation between the Participating Subdivisions pursuant to the terms of the
Sandoz Settlement.

6. The Subdivision agrees that any disputes arising out of this Agreement shall be
heard before Settlement Referee David R. Cohen as the arbitrator designated by the



10.

11.

12.

parties in the Sandoz Settlement to resolve disputes through binding arbitration.
The Subdivision has the right to enforce the Sandoz Settlement as provided therein.

The Subdivision, as a Participating Subdivision, hereby becomes a Releasor for all
purposes in the Sandoz Settlement, including but not limited to all provisions of
Section II (Release), and along with all departments, agencies, divisions, boards,
commissions, districts, instrumentalities of any kind and attorneys, and any person
in their official capacity elected or appointed to serve any of the foregoing and any
agency, person, or other entity claiming by or through any of the foregoing, and
any other entity identified in the definition of Releasor, provides for a release to the
fullest extent of its authority. As a Releasor, the Subdivision hereby absolutely,
unconditionally, and irrevocably covenants not to bring, file, or claim, or to cause,
assist in bringing, or permit to be brought, filed, or claimed, or to otherwise seek to
establish liability for any Released Claims against any Released Entity in any forum
whatsoever. The releases provided for in the Sandoz Settlement are intended by the
Parties to be broad and shall be interpreted so as to give the Released Entities the
broadest possible bar against any liability relating in any way to Released Claims
and extend to the full extent of the power of each Releasor to release claims. The
releases shall be a complete bar to any Released Claim.

In connection with the releases provided for in the Sandoz Settlement, each
Subdivision expressly waives, releases, and forever discharges any and all
provisions, rights, and benefits conferred by any law of any state or territory of the
United States or other jurisdiction, or principle of common law, which is similar,
comparable, or equivalent to § 1542 of the California Civil Code, which reads:

General Release; extent. A general release does not extend to claims that the
creditor or releasing party does not know or suspect to exist in his or her favor at
the time of executing the release that, if known by him or her, would have materially
affected his or her settlement with the debtor or released party.

A Releasor may hereafter discover facts other than or different from those which it
knows, believes, or assumes to be true with respect to the Released Claims, but
each Participating Subdivision (for itself and its Releasors) hereby expressly waives
and fully, finally, and forever settles, releases, and discharges, upon the Effective
Date, any and all Released Claims that may exist as of such date but which
Releasors do not know or suspect to exist, whether through ignorance, oversight,
error, negligence or through no fault whatsoever, and which, if known, would
materially affect the Participating Subdivision’s decision to enter into the Sandoz
Settlement or the Participating Subdivision’s decision to participate in the Sandoz
Settlement.

The Participating Subdivision, or their attorneys, shall provide a properly executed
Participation Form to the Participating Subdivision Designees and to Sandoz by
electronic mail to ParticipationandDismissals@NationalOpioidOfficialSettlement.com
in accordance with the time limitations and terms of the Sandoz Settlement.

Within 21 days after the Effective Date set forth in the Sandoz Settlement, the
Subdivision shall file a request to dismiss with prejudice any Released Claims that



13.

it has filed. With respect to any Released Claims pending in In re National
Prescription Opiate Litigation, MDL No. 2804, the Subdivision hereby authorizes
the Participating Subdivision Designees to execute and file on behalf of the
Subdivision a Stipulation of Dismissal With Prejudice.

Nothing herein is intended to modify in any way the terms of the Sandoz
Settlement, to which Subdivision hereby agrees. To the extent this Form is
interpreted differently from the Sandoz Settlement in any respect, the Sandoz
Settlement controls.

I have all necessary power and authorization to execute this Form on behalf of the
Subdivision.

Signature:

Name:

Title:

Date:




This document was electronically signed by:

Date

IP Address

BROWNGREER.COM




